
Vancouver Community College 
EDUCATION COUNCIL 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

January 10, 2017,3:30-5:30 pm, Room 1208 BWY-B  

 

Item Topic Discussion 
1.  Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 3:32 p.m. 
2.  Adopt Agenda Motion:  Moved by P. Yeung and seconded THAT the agenda be adopted as presented. 

 
All in favour of agenda.  Motion carried. 

3.  Approve Past Minutes Motion: Moved by P. Yeung and seconded THAT the minutes of December 13, 2016, be adopted. 
 
D. Branter suggested a few minor edits:  

• Page 2, Item e - “Full-time students” should replace “VCC students”  
• Page 2, Item b – incomplete sentence; it was suggested to add the word “opportunity” at 

the end. 
 
All in favour of revised minutes.  Motion carried. 

4.  Enquiries & Correspondence There were none. 
5.  Business Arising  

 a) Enrollment Plan 17/18 B. Beacham gave the update on 2017-18 Enrollment Plan. He explained that the data is being 
double-checked to ensure accuracy. There has been a lot of consultation and cleaning up the 
data. All the information has been uploaded into spreadsheets and then into Banner. 
 
B. Beacham clarified how FTE is calculated and explained that different programs have different 
FTEs and depends upon the duration of the program. The next integration will probably be in 
February. The current year’s FTE is comparatively similar to the last year. On the program level, 
the FTEs have changed slightly for some programs. Due to curriculum changes for PC1 and PC2, 
there were some issues with the calculated FTEs of these programs. This issue has been resolved. 
 
There was a discussion on the enrollment for ABE programs. This year’s numbers are modelled on 
this year’s actual enrolment, which is still seeing a decline. There has been a 50% decline in the 
last two years overall. D. McMullen mentioned that the Ministry audited our use of the Adult 
Upgrading Grant (AUG) funding. Detailed questions were asked about funding decisions. The AUG 
system is costing the government more than tuition-free cost. A. Candela asked about where the 
trend data was pulled for ABE programs for the projection, and questioned if Spring term was the 



VCC EDUCATION COUNCIL MINUTES – JANUARY 10, 2017 
PAGE 2 OF 5 

Item Topic Discussion 
best option, as it tends to be lower than Fall. D. Wells clarified that the Spring data was used for 
class-based program but did adjust for Spring’s lower enrolment. Self-paced is more predictable.  
 
T. Thomson asked whether the government has considered changing the funding approach given 
the greater cost for fewer students. No information on this has come from the Ministry.  
 
T. Rowlatt asked how other colleges have increased their ABE enrolment. D. Wells explained that 
most institutions are doing more pre-qualification courses that qualify as ABE but are cross-listed 
as first-year level as well. Other institutions are seeing the same declines in developmental 
education.  
 
T. Rowlatt asked about impact of fewer ABE students on enrolment to our other programs. D. 
Wells is looking into this but it is not clear yet. T. Thomson also suggested looking at Grade 10 and 
11 students as well as Grade 12, as many of our programs have Grades 10/11 admission 
requirements.  

 b) Update on changes to K-12 curriculum D. McMullen gave an update on changes to K-12 curriculum. There was a meeting among 
provincial Registrars with Ministry officials. There were a lot of questions, but answers were not 
expansive. Literacy and numeracy assessments will be trialled in 2018, with potential 
implementation in 2019. Registrars raised issues around admissions processes using the new 
curriculum approach. The provincial Registrars association are looking at making formal 
recommendations. Admissions offices need a better understanding of what can be measured by 
the end of Grade 11 (as conditional admissions is increasingly happening based on Grade 11 
marks). If there is an increased reliance on competencies, there may be the need for an 
infrastructure to translate that into admission requirements. There seems to be an understanding 
of how complicated this is for post-secondary education but there is significant frustration and a 
desire for continuing dialogue, particularly around operationalizing these changes for movement 
into PSE both in BC but also in the rest of Canada and in other countries.  

6.  Committee Reports  
 a) Curriculum Committee  
 i) TESOL Certificate and Diploma Motion:  Moved by D. Branter and seconded THAT Education Council approve the change to 

Admission Requirements for TESOL Certificate and Diploma. 
 
D. Branter expanded on the admissions requirement for English language course requirements for 
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the TESOL credentials. The change to admission requirement was “First year University English 
with minimum C+; or a university level humanities course with minimum C+; or equivalent” for 
both the Certificate and Diploma programs. 
 
11 in favour, 0 opposed, 4 abstentions. Motion carried. 

 ii)  UT Math courses C. Karavas presented this proposal. 
 
Motion:  Moved by D. Branter and seconded THAT Education Council approve the new UT Math 
Courses: MATH 1190 Mathematics for Teachers, MATH 1210 Mathematics for the Arts, MATH 
2251 Calculus 3, MATH 2310 Ordinary Differential Equations and MATH 2700 Probability and 
Statistics for Science and Engineering. 
 
C. Karavas will send out the missing CDAF from the package to the Council.  Also, a minor 
amendment in the Decision Note under ISSUE and RECOMMENDATION, the prefix “MATH” was 
missing for some courses. 
 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

 iii)  Culinary Arts Diploma 
(International Cohort) 

Motion:  Moved by D. Branter and seconded THAT Education Council recommend the Board of 
Governors approve the New Program: Culinary Arts Diploma (International Cohort). 
 
D. Innes presented the new Culinary Arts diploma program. D. Innes clarified that there will be a 
9–11 month study for international students before they can join domestic students in 
Professional Cook 2 course.  M. Tunnah noted the inconsistency of diploma name in the Program 
Content Guide.  Language will be fixed and will be matched as language on PCG. 
 
There will be three intakes for PC2.  As a part of the redesign, the number of cohorts of 
international students can increase. Currently, there is an intake of two cohorts of 24 and 26. IN 
the next fiscal year, there will be an intake of three cohorts of 20. The first intake will start on 
February 28th 2017 and next intake will be in September 2017. 
 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

 iv)  Hairstylist Certificate Motion:  Moved by D. Branter and seconded THAT Education Council approve the changes to 
Program Learning Outcomes, Course Learning Outcomes and Course Descriptions for the 
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Hairstylist Certificate. 
 
L. Griffith gave the brief presentation and described the changes to learning outcomes and course 
descriptions in the PCG of Hairstylist Certificate and for three (3) courses to better meet ITA 
requirements. 
 
R. Cyr asked for clarification on 50% WE Employer evaluation – who will do the evaluation, the 
instructor or the employer? The Council decided to change the language to “50 percent – WE 
Evaluation.” 
 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

 v)     Visual Communications Design 
Certificate and Diploma 

Motion:  Moved by D. Branter and seconded THAT Education Council approve the change to 
Admissions Requirements for Visual Communications and Design Certificate and Diploma. 
 
D. Sargent noted that under admission requirements on page 201, it says that more information 
available on website, but the information on website has not been updated yet.  
 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

 b) Policy Standing Committee  
 i) C.3.9 Degree Standards M. Tunnah explained that this policy was recently reviewed and deemed to be redundant due to 

the development of other policies that cover all aspects of C.3.9.  To avoid this duplication and 
confusion, C.3.9 was forwarded for community feedback to rescind this policy.  Now, the policy 
has returned to Education Council to rescind it officially. 
 
Motion:  Moved by M. Tunnah and seconded THAT Education Council recommends the Board of 
Governors rescind C.3.9 Degree Standards Policy. 
 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

 ii) D.3.10 Aboriginal Education 
Enrolment 

Motion:  Moved by M. Tunnah and seconded THAT Education Council recommends the Board of 
Governors approve D.3.10 Aboriginal Education Enrolment Policy and Procedures. 
 
M. Tunnah updated the Council regarding the insertion of new language under Timeline for 
Course Registration – “For CS courses, two seats will be held for Aboriginal students until two 
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weeks prior to the course start date.” M. Tunnah asked if the policy procedures can be approved 
with this insertion as number 10. 
 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

 c) Appeals Oversight Committee D. Sargent gave an update on Tribunal Training day, which is on February 23rd.  The agenda for 
the training day has not been finalised yet. 

 d) Program Review and Renewal 
Committee 

J. Zakoor mentioned that the deadline for curriculum development submission is February 24th, 
and all proposals will be coming forward to the Committee for review.  

7.  Chair Report No report. 
8.  Student Report J. Bernardo reported on activities of SUVCC. 
9.  Next meeting February 14, 2017, 3:30-5:30pm, Room 240, DTN 
10.  Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 5:16p.m. 

 
ATTENDEES: Todd Rowlatt Jo-Ellen Zakoor Dave McMullen David Wells 
 Debbie Sargent David Branter Janet Theny  Mike Tunnah 
 Nona Coles Elle Ting Rick Cyr  Jonard Bernardo 
 Taryn Thompson Paul Yeung Charly Jadranin Andrew Candela 
     
 
REGRETS: Kathryn McNaughton Shaima Jaff    
     
GUESTS: Gordon McIvor Pervin Fahim  Costa Karavas  Brian Beacham 
 Lucy Griffith  Dennis Innes Ysabel Sukic 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY: Harwinder Sekhon 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Todd Rowlatt, Chair 
VCC Education Council 


