
Vancouver Community College 
EDUCATION COUNCIL 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

November 8, 2016, 3:30-5:30 pm, Room 240, Downtown  

 

Item Topic Discussion 
1.  Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m. 
2.  Adopt Agenda Motion: Moved by P. Yeung and seconded THAT the agenda be adopted as presented. 

 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

3.  Approve Past Minutes Motion: Moved by M. Tunnah and seconded THAT the minutes of October 11, 2016 be adopted. 
 
M. Tunnah had a comment regarding item 5c paragraph 2 line 2 from previous minutes.  M. 
Tunnah suggested to change the word “the Board” to “Research Ethics Board”. Minutes will be 
amended. 
 
All in favour of revised minutes.  Motion carried. 

4.  Enquiries & Correspondence T. Rowlatt received an enquiry from F. Cosco from VCC Faculty Association about a concern 
around the large TV positioned in the Visual Impaired program hallway. The department has 
raised concern about disruption to the classes and students in that area. The concern will be 
forwarded to the Vice President Academic. 

5.  Business Arising K. Jovanovic and G. McIvor presented a proposal for a new ECCE Post-basic Advanced Certificate 
credential. The new program proposal was presented to Education Council for information prior 
to commencing work on the development of curriculum. 
 
G. McIvor noted that students have to spend more money and time to complete the two ECCE 
diploma courses–Infant toddler and Special needs diplomas, one after another, which results in 
low enrollment in both courses.  G. McIvor commented that the college reputation was affected 
due to regular complaints from the students regarding the increased fees. 
 
Discussion: 

- D. Branter asked to summarize the content and structure for Advanced Post-Basic 
Certificate and ask if this Post-Basic certificate will include the same courses as from the 
previous diploma programs and the cost for the courses as well.  K. Jovanovic clarified 
that the Ministry of Children and Family Development have certain competencies that 
have to be taught in Post Basic Certificate in ECCE industry. The Post-Basic Advanced 
Certificate will merge the competencies from Special Needs and Infant Toddler. The 
practicum will be kept separate. 

 a) Early Childhood Care and Education: 
Advanced Post-Basic Certificate 
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- The entire program is going to be shorter than it is now.  At this point we have one year 

for Infant Toddler and one year for Special Needs, which is a long time for one person if 
they want to get the certification for both specialities.  This way it is going to be less time 
for people to get two certifications.  The way how it works they can apply to the ministry 
if they have all the competences and they can get their certifications.  So it is going to 
take less time for the student and less expensive. 

- There was discussion about the tuition level. K. Jovanovic advised that the tuition is an 
estimate for the purpose of this proposal and will be finalised after the curriculum is 
developed. 

- There was discussion about the term Post-Basic certificate since it is not part of VCC’s 
credential policy. K. Jovanovic responded that the terms basic and post-basic are used in 
the ECCE industry. 

- The Post-Basic certificate is a short term solution to address the current situation with 
that program. The long term plan is to develop a diploma which could be the basic 
certificate and post basic plus other courses. 

- The tuition fee waivers were one time arrangement, there is no guarantee that we will 
get a third opportunity to have third waiver. 

 
This proposal was accepted as information and will be presented to the Board at its next meeting. 

6.  Standing Committee Reports 
a) Curriculum Committee 

i) University Transfer 
Environmental Studies 

Motion:  Moved by D. Branter and seconded THAT the Curriculum Committee recommends 
Education Council approves the changes to PCG language for the first year University Transfer 
Environmental Studies certificate.   
 
Discussion & Comments: 

- J. Shehadeh responded to a question on prerequisites for Physics 1200 in the PCG - 
Physics 12 with a C+ in order to enroll into first year Physics.  This may change in future 
and we will change all the PCGs as a result but for the moment this is consistent with all 
the PCGs. 

- T. Thompson inquired about consistent English language requirements that D. McMullen 
is working on. D. McMullen responded that a complete review of admission requirements 
for all programs is being discusses. At this moment we are not entirely sure what the 
outcomes are going to be and we will have to accept the prerequisite information as 
currently presented. For the current proposal J. Shehadeh noted that the PCG will state 
English 12 with C+ or equivalent with a link to the website to refer to equivalency. 
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All in favour.  Motion carried. 

   
 ii)  Visual Business Analytics with 

Tableau 
Motion:  Moved by David and seconded THAT Education Council approves the New Course: CMPT 
1501 Visual Business Analytics with Tableau. 
 
D. Branter stated that CS thinks there is demand and the need for training in this area. The 
committee discussed the credit weighting of the course and decided it was correct for an offering 
in CS. The desirability of such a course in some credential programs was also raised and agreed 
that this could be valuable but the proposal emphasizes the immediate need for the course. 
 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

 iii)  Basic Education: Fundamentals of 
English 

Motion:  Moved by D. Branter and seconded THAT the Curriculum Committee recommends 
Education Council approve the new course numbers and sequence for Basic Education 
Fundamentals of English courses. 
 
A. Candela explained currently we have six levels of English and typically we have to give IP grade 
(In Progress grade) to students at the end of every term because typically it take about three 
terms for a student to finish.  IP grade reflects that the student has achieved some of the 
outcomes for that particular level but not all of that.  Historically we would give the IP grade a few 
times as necessary until the student had reached the outcomes and can move to the next level.  
What we would like to do is to split the levels into three sections so that we can recognize the 
progress that the student has made with the S grade and doing so just makes the amount of time 
clear to both the student and clear for registration purpose as well. 
 
Discussion: 

- P. Yeung inquired how often an IP grade is given to students. A. Candela responded that 
the goal is to give fewer IP grades would still provide an IP grade if student needed 
additional time. Each level is the equivalent of one and half years of traditional school 
years. This approach provides more clarity for the Registrar’s Office and Financial Aid, and 
gives additional points for the students for their progress to be recognized.  

 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

 iv)  Advanced Entry Bachelor of 
Science Nursing – Bridging 

Motion:  Moved by David and seconded THAT Curriculum Committee recommends Education 
Council approve the new course content for four Advanced Entry Nursing transition courses, new 
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Courses course names for two Advanced Entry Nursing transition courses and credit weighting for one 

Advanced Entry Nursing transition course. 
 
S. Touahria explained that the courses used to be offered at various times throughout the year 
and we have clustered them together now into a term so that the students take these courses 
closer to the beginning of the advance entry program.  The courses have been updated to reflect 
changes in technologies, changes in Nursing practice and maternity in Pediatric clinics. An acute 
clinical has been added to the Health Care assessment course.  Previously there was very little 
contact with Acute care and the reason this was added because mass majority of LPN’s that come 
to apply for advance entry program are coming from residential care work places.  What 
education they did receive in their LPNs in acute care hasn’t been consolidated. D. Branter 
clarified that students should take all the courses together.   
 
Discussion:  

- P. Yeung inquired if a student is already on the waitlist and waiting to complete the four 
transition courses, let say if they have completed two already but because of the changes, 
will those changes be a part to those students who haven’t complete successfully or 
entirely for the four transition courses.  S. Touahria responded that they had planed for 
these changes. Currently they are running the last offering of enroll transition to last five 
students who had all the other courses.  So, there is nobody waiting on the waitlist, just 
one or two more courses. 

- M. Tunnah commented about transfer credit on the PCG page 155, he suggested 
Curriculum Committee should have a discussion about wording to avoid confusion for 
new applicants. 
 

All in favour.  Motion carried. 
 v)     ABE Pathways Advanced 

Certificate, ABE Pathways 
Intermediate Certificate, ABE 
course outlines 

Motion:  Moved by David and seconded THAT Curriculum Committee recommends Education 
Council approve the ABE Graduation and Intermediate Certificates and updated ABE Course 
Outlines. 
 
T. Thompson presented the two ABE certificates – Intermediate allows students entry into some 
of the trades program at VCC and Provincial Graduation certificate will allow students to graduate 
and go into other programs.  This is the first that we are offering any kind of certificate in ABE. 
 
Discussion: 
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- P. Yeung asked for more clarification on what is the rationale to break certain classes (for 

example, BIOL 0083 and BIOL 0093) into two parts. David Wells responded that the 
courses are articulated across the province in this manner, and is largely because the 
courses don’t always have to be taken in a certain order, or students don’t always need 
both parts. 

- C.  Jadranin commented that it will be based on level. There is a breakdown on the 
assessment; it places you at a half level of English or Math if you take an assessment test. 

 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

 b) Education Policy Committee Motion:  Moved by Mike Tunnah and seconded THAT Education Policy Committee provides 
D.3.10 Aboriginal Education Enrolment policy and procedures to Education Council for 
information and recommends it be posted for community feedback. 
 
Discussion: 

- Two big changes have been made.  First–“The requirement for reserving seats that 
programs may choose reserve up to two seats” has been changed to “All programs and 
courses reserve two seats for Aboriginal Students. The limit on seating is a minimum not a 
maximum.” (Page 433 of the package).  The other main thing that was discussed about 
self-identification and choose not to make it a requirement. 

- C. Jadranin inquired the process for programs with entry selection processes. M. Tunnah 
noted that the policy on Page 431 states that “Priority registration will be offered to 
Aboriginal students applying to College programs and courses on the understanding that 
they must meet all of the required prerequisites and criteria for the program or course 
they are applying to.”, so they do have to meet the requirements. 

- M. Tunnah noted an error in his Information Note with regards to self-identification 
instead of proof of aboriginal ancestry.  The information note will be corrected.  

 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

 i) D.3.10 Aboriginal Education 
Enrolment 

 ii) C.3.9 Degree Standards Motion:  Moved by M. Tunnah and seconded THAT Education Policy Committee provides C.3.9 
Degree Standards policy to Education Council for information and recommends it be posted for 
community feedback. 
 
M. Tunnah presented the C.3.9 Degree Standards policy considered to be eliminated.  
 
All in favour. Motion carried. 
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 iii) C.1.3 Granting of Credentials Motion:  Moved by M. Tunnah and seconded THAT Education Council recommends the Board of 

Governors approve C.1.3 Granting of Credentials Policy and Procedures.   
 
M. Tunnah presented C.1.3 Granting of Credentials Policies & Procedures. It was posted for 
community feedback and now it’s again back to Education Council for recommendation. This 
policy is back because we inserted the credential post degree diploma as an approved credential 
on the policy recently. 
 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

 c) Appeals Oversight Committee No report. 
 d) Program Review and Renewal 

Committee 
J. Zakoor gave a verbal update on the Program Review and Renewal Committee.  The Committee 
is continuing their work on moving forward with some short and long term priorities that were 
identified. More information will be available to share with Education Council at the next 
meeting. 

7.  Chair Report T. Rowlatt noted that the meeting schedule for next year is included in the package. Notice is 
being provided for EDCO elections at the December meeting to elect Chair, Vice-Chair, two 
members of the Executive, and the chairs of all four standing committees.  

8.  Next meeting December 13, 2016,3:30-5:30pm, Room 5025, BWY 
9.  Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 

 
ATTENDEES:  Todd Rowlatt Jo-Ellen Zakoor Dave McMullen David Wells 
 David Branter Mike Tunnah Nona Coles  Elle Ting   
 Taryn Thompson Paul Yeung Charly Jadranin Steven Botel 
 Shaima Jaff Jonard Bernardo Olivia Bridge Andrew Candela  
     
REGRETS: Kathryn McNaughton Debbie Sargent Jan Theny  Rick Cyr   
     
GUESTS: Gordon McIvor Katarina Jovanovic Jacqueline Shehadeh Suzanne Touharia 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY: Harwinder Sekhon 
 
__________________________________ 
Todd Rowlatt, Chair 
VCC Education Council 


