
Vancouver Community College 
EDUCATION COUNCIL 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

December 8, 2015, 3:30-5:30 pm, Room 1228 BWY-B 
 

 

Item Topic Discussion 

1.  Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 3:34 p.m. 
 

2.  Adopt Agenda Motion: Moved by Jan Weiten and seconded that the agenda be adopted. 
 
Item 6biv Health Care Assistant ESL removed from the agenda. 
 
Add Item 6bv Curriculum Committee Chair Report. 
 
All in favour of revised agenda.  Motion carried. 
 

3.  Approve Past Minutes Motion: Moved by Jan Weiten and seconded that the minutes of November 10, 2015 be 
adopted. 

 
A few minor edits were discussed.  Minutes will be amended. 
 
Committee also suggested we add wording, “…if students took grade 12 or at least three years at 
an English-speaking post-secondary institution…” 
 
Jan Weiten had a comment regarding item 6aii C.3.3 Suspension and/or Discontinuance of 
Programs.  Committee agreed that there is a general consensus among staff and administration, 
and we will add a line to that effect to the November minutes. 
 
All in favour of revised minutes.  Motion carried. 
 

4.  Enquiries & Correspondence None 

5.  Business Arising  

 a) VP Academic Report Kathryn McNaughton presented her report.  The leadership team spent four hours looking at the 
academic side of the integrated plan, and will meet again to discuss the operational side.  These 
were interesting and productive meetings. 
 



VCC EDUCATION COUNCIL MINUTES – DECEMBER 8, 2015 
PAGE 2 OF 10 

Item Topic Discussion 

Regarding Curriculum Development Funds, there was not enough to meet all requests, but the 
main foundation for their decisions was whether there was enough funding to complete the 
projects that were underway. 
  
D2 meetings are going really well.  They are giving people the opportunity for information-sharing 
and training. 
 
We have two vendors for the curriculum development project.  Todd Rowlatt mentioned that 
meetings are being held, and that most vendors have a three to six month roll-out period. 
 
We have also had meetings with Pearson to discuss the e-textbooks.  It’s an opportunity for 
students to acquire textbooks for a lower price in schools where textbooks are expensive.  Also, 
they can have the correct editions for the first day of class.  Surveys and discussions are 
underway. 
 
Kathryn highlighted recent academic events such as the successful convocation and academic 
achievement awards. 
 
Kathryn also answered Jan Weiten’s question about transition funds from a previous meeting.  
We are working with AVED to get approval to transfer any remaining funds to the next academic 
year.  We are unsure of when we will get approval, but the process is in motion. 
 
Jan Weiten asked about the SWOT analysis departments are being asked to complete. Kathryn 
replied that it is a part of the 3-year planning process, and allows a chance to think about what 
we can do as an initiative to fill those gaps, what are things we need to think about both 
internally and externally that might be challenges and things that we might need to be aware of.   

 b) Cancellation of Aboriginal Culinary Arts 
Certificate Program 

Dennis Innes described the background of the program.  The program was initiated around the 
time of the 2010 Olympics in Vancouver, and there was additional funding for it.  It started as a 
Professional Cook program, with some Aboriginal content.  There were a total of three cohorts.  
Enrolment decreased, and the decision was made to suspend intakes in 2012. The plan was to 
redevelop the program to make it sustainable.   The Culinary Arts program is refreshing their 
curriculum, and is discussing how to involve Aboriginal perspectives and techniques.  
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Todd Rowlatt asked if it would be fair to say that there was not a lot of time invested in the 
redevelopment of the Aboriginal Culinary Arts Program, and Dennis said yes.  
 
Mike Tunnah asked if the curriculum redevelopment for Culinary Arts has progressed enough to 
know whether there will be an elective in Aboriginal techniques or if it will be integrated into the 
overall program. Dennis replied that a decision hasn’t been made yet.  
 
Nona Coles asked if we can build a course into the culinary arts program?  Dennis says  it is part of 
the conversation. 
 
Charly Jadranin mentioned that we have an agreement with NEC about some courses.  Has there 
been any discussion with NEC about the Culinary Arts Program?  Dennis will check with Kory to 
see if she’s done any marketing.  David Wells mentioned that Aboriginal students haven’t had as 
much interest in the Culinary Arts Program as they have in other programs. 
 
Elle Ting mentioned that if we are interested in marketing this program, the Lummi Nation has 
one that is about 6-8 weeks long, so we may be interested in checking out their website. 
 
Leah Nusgart commented that if Aboriginal cooking is an elective, it may fall through the cracks.  
She feels that with VCC’s commitment to encouraging Aboriginal students to take these courses, 
it would be important to keep this elective.  Todd Rowlatt mentioned that all decisions regarding 
the program will eventually come through EDCO, and at that time, such matters will be 
considered. 
 
Motion: Moved by Debbie Sargent and seconded that the Education Council recommend to the 
Board of Governors the cancellation of the Aboriginal Culinary Arts Certificate Program. 
 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

 c) Fashion Arts Diploma Michael Yue and Andrea Korens outlined the proposal. 
 
Todd Rowlatt asked how this qualifies as a new program.  Andrea says that over the 30 year 
history, there was an issue with workload, and the program was not conducive to student's lives.  
The program has been revised in consideration of those issues, and there will be extensive 
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changes to the program and course outcomes that will incorporate flexibility for students. 
 
Leah Nusgart mentioned that it might be a good idea to have ethics classes, and in particular, 
Aboriginal matters.  Andrea says it is one of their aims, as is outreach to the community and 
schools.   
 
Kathryn McNaughton asked if we have any articulation agreements with other schools, such as 
Kwantlen?  Andrea says that we are going to look into it. 
 
Michael Yue commented regarding the financial side of this endeavor. It is extremely expensive to 
try to renew a major program such as this.  He is very pleased that CS is going to be eligible for 
curriculum development funding. 
 
Motion: Moved by Debbie Sargent and seconded that the Education Council recommend that the 
Board of Governors approve continued development of the Fashion Art Diploma. 
 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

 d) Renal Dialysis Program Proposal Michael Yue and Rebeccah Bennett outlined the proposal, which is the only program of this type 
in British Columbia. 
 
This program will be similar in structure to the Medical Device Reprocessing Technician program, 
but only about half as long.  Currently, Renal Dialysis is offered as a certificate program. Due to 
change in credit requirements for credentials, the program is being redeveloped into a Citation. 
 
Motion: Moved by Jo-Ellen and seconded that the Education Council recommend that the Board 
of Governors approve continued development of the Renal Dialysis Program Proposal. 
 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

6.  Committee Reports  

 a) Education Policy Standing Committee  

 i) D.3.5 Prior Learning Assessment 
& Recognition 

Mike Tunnah noted that the key point of these policies and procedures is that a lot of our 
students come from non-traditional academic backgrounds, so this policy will allow another 
means of assessment.  He mentioned that in our recent Policy Committee meeting we discussed 



VCC EDUCATION COUNCIL MINUTES – DECEMBER 8, 2015 
PAGE 5 OF 10 

Item Topic Discussion 

Red River College, and suggested that EDCO have a look at the website to see how they go about 
informing students how PLAR is used. 
 
David Branter is unclear as to the intent.  What do students sign up for?  Do they sign up for 
course they intend to PLAR for?  What are the steps to the process?  Mike directed him to item 2a 
of the Procedures. 
 
Jan Weiten asked for clarification on #4 of the Procedures, regarding withdrawing.  She suggested 
that if it does need to be in there, it can be a separate point. 
 
Debbie Sargent asked how students will know how much they would need to pay.  Where will 
they provide transparency to students how much they would need to pay.  
 
Jan Weiten asked about page 51 #8 where PLAR is not successful.  She is not sure why it would be 
in the policy/procedure as they would get a grade anyway.   
 
Charly Jadranin made a comment regarding overseas applicants, such as BSN and LPN.  Todd 
mentioned that PLAR only applies to courses, not admission to programs. 
 
Nona Coles asked how having PLAR affects faculty and cost-efficiency on the program.  Debbie 
says it would not have any real effect. 
 
It was noted that PLAR requires faculty to assess the students, so workload needs to be a 
consideration. 
 
These documents will go back to the Policy Committee for further discussion. 

 ii) New Transfer Credit Policy Mike Tunnah distributed a handout of the new Transfer Credit Policy, and apologized that an 
older version of the policy was included in the EDCO package 
 
Mike explained what the differences in the two versions are. 
 
Due to the number of changes between the version, EDCO  agreed to review this policy in January 
to allow sufficient time for review. 



VCC EDUCATION COUNCIL MINUTES – DECEMBER 8, 2015 
PAGE 6 OF 10 

Item Topic Discussion 

 iii)     C.1.1 Grading Progression and 
Withdrawal Policy 

Mike Tunnah presented Policy Committee’s recommendation that we remove the RW grade, and 
that all withdrawals receive a W on the transcript. Instructors will still have the ability to require a 
student to withdraw, and their student record would record that, but the transcript would be a 
W. Policy Committee felt the potential stigma of an RW was unnecessary, and most (but not all) 
institutions do not use such a designation. 
 
What it comes down to is that we can still require a student to withdraw, but on the transcript we 
use W. 
 
Charly Jadranin ask if we are concerned about the removal of RW in the Engineering program, 
and how that impacts the agreement we have with SFU.  Mike will follow up. 
 
Jan Weiten inquired about #34.  What if a student registers for a course, and stops attending after 
a few classes? Do we still have some leeway?  Mike says that different departments use W in 
different ways.  
 
Taryn Thomson had concerns about the ramifications regarding funding.  Jan Weiten said that it is 
tied into AUG funding.  We ask students who have valid issues to withdraw, so they will get 
another try.   
 
Charly Jadranin mentioned that in Banner, there is a section for comments so decisions on 
financial aid won't be affected.  Anyone that has access to BDM can see documents in student's 
file. 
 
Jan Weiten directed a question to David Wells.  Will there be any problems with AUG funding?  
David says no. 
 
No motion was made, so EDCO accepted Policy Committee’s recommendation. The Grading, 
Progression, and Withdrawal Policy will return to EDCO for final approval at a later date.  
 

 b) Curriculum Standing Committee  

 i) Baking Apprentice David Branter presented this proposal. 
Motion: Moved by David Branter and seconded that Education Council approve the Baking 
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Apprentice changes. 
 
David noted that some sentences have “etc.” in it, and he will require that Fionna Chong 
complete these sentences. 
 
All in favour of approving the proposal with changes as noted.  Motion carried. 

 ii) Baking Foundation David Branter presented this proposal. 
Motion: Moved by David Branter and seconded that Education Council approve the Baking 
Foundation changes. 
 
David noted that some sentences have “etc.” in it, and he will require that Fionna Chong 
complete these sentences. 
 
All in favour of approving the proposal with changes as noted.  Motion carried. 

 iii) LINC 1 - 6 David Branter presented course documentation for LINC 1, 2, and 3.  They have never come 
through before, and is intended to bring consistency in course naming. 
 
David also noted that on page 145, there is wording that needs to be corrected. 
 
Motion: Moved by David Branter and seconded that Education Council approve LINC 1 through 6. 
 
All in favour of approved the proposal with changes as noted.  Motion carried. 

 iv) Changes to Legal Administrative 
Assistant Program 

David Branter and Helen Roberts presented this proposal. 
 
Motion: Moved by David Branter and seconded that Education Council approve the changes to 
the Legal Administrative Assistant Program.  
 
All in favour.  Motion carried. 

 v) Curriculum Updates David Branter presented his report, which outlined approved proposals from August to November 
2015 by the Curriculum Committee. 
 
This report will be included in the December EDCO package for reference. 

 c) Appeals Oversight Committee No report 
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 d) Program Review and Renewal Ad Hoc 
Committee 

Todd Rowlatt discussed his Information Note.   He and Jo-Ellen Zakoor will work on drafting some 
Terms of Reference to go to EDCO. 
 
Todd Rowlatt nominated Jo-Ellen Zakoor to be Ad Hoc Committee Chair, and called for other 
nominations. There were none. Jo-Ellen was appointed as Chair.   

 e) Educational Priorities Ad Hoc 
Committee 

No report 

7.  Education Council Elections To run the elections, the Chair seat was relinquished to the Dean of the School of Access, David 
Wells. 
 
Election of EDCO Chair: 
First call for nominations: 

Nona Coles nominates Todd Rowlatt.  Nomination accepted. 
Second call for nominations: 

There were none. 
Third call for nominations: 

There were none. 
 
By acclamation, Todd Rowlatt was announced the Chair of Education Council. 
 
Election of EDCO Vice Chair: 
First call for nominations: 

Jan Weiten nominates Jo-Ellen Zakoor.  Nomination accepted. 
Second call for nominations: 

There were none. 
Third call for nominations: 

There were none. 
 
By acclamation, Jo-Ellen was announced the Vice Chair of Education Council. 
 
Election of Officers of the EDCO Executive (2 positions): 
First call for nominations: 
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Jo-Ellen Zakoor nominates Jan Weiten.  Nomination accepted. 
Second call for nominations: 

Jan De Leebeeck nominates Leah Nusgart.  Nomination accepted. 
Third call for nominations: 

There were none. 
 
By acclamation, Jan Weiten and Leah Nusgart were announced the Officers of the Executive of 
Education Council. 
 
Election of Appeals Committee Chair: 
First call for nominations: 

Todd Rowlatt nominates Debbie Sargent.  Nomination accepted. 
Second call for nominations: 

There were none. 
Third call for nominations: 

There were none. 
 
By acclamation, Debbie Sargent was announced the Chair of the Appeals Committee. 
 
Election of Curriculum Committee Chair: 
First call for nominations: 

Taryn Thomson nominates David Branter.  Nomination accepted. 
Second call for nominations: 

There were none. 
Third call for nominations: 

There were none. 
 
By acclamation, David Branter was announced the Chair of the Curriculum Committee. 
 
Election of Education Policy Committee Chair: 
First call for nominations: 

David Branter nominates Mike Tunnah.  Nomination accepted. 
Second call for nominations: 
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There were none. 
Third call for nominations: 

There were none. 
 
By acclamation, Mike Tunnah was announced the Chair of the Education Policy Committee. 

8.  Chair Report Todd Rowlatt mentioned that there will be a Board meeting next week.  He also expressed how 
much he has enjoyed working with this EDCO group. 

9.  Student Representative Report No report 

10.  Pending Items None 

11.  Next meeting January 12, 2016, 3:30-5:30 pm, Room 5025 BWY-A 

12.  Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 5:29 p.m. 

 
 
 
ATTENDEES:  Todd Rowlatt Jo-Ellen Zakoor Kathryn McNaughton Leah Nusgart 
 Debbie Sargent David Wells Charly Jadranin David Branter 
 Jan Weiten Jan Theny Nona Coles Rick Cyr 
 Mike Tunnah Taryn Thomson Jan De Leebeeck Elle Ting  
      
REGRETS: Peter Nunoda Paul Yeung Dave McMullen 
      
GUESTS: Michael Yue Andrea Korens Rebeccah Bennett Claire Sauvé 
 Karen Shortt Dennis Innes 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY: Ella Ho 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Todd Rowlatt, Chair 
VCC Education Council 


